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| transformations

Renovating the dining room brings
elegance and beauty fo this nome

beset | Davea Del Val

oday's modern homes often

don't even have a separate dining

room due to the little use they

get, but if you have a classical.
older home, the dining room may be one
area that has been overlooked—but where
vour dramatic designs can flourish.

Problem:

This dining room was a very basic, long,
rectangular room with dull, mocha-cel-
ored walls, a flat, white ceiling, standard
lighting fixtures, and windows that flooded
the space with natural light, washing out
the already pasty colors. The team came
in and recognized the incredible poten-
tial that existed, but was buried under too
miuch blandness,

Concept:

There were some features that pave a
glimpse of what this space could be—such
as the arched entry, the detailed chair rail
and bottom half of the walls, the hard-
wood floor, and the windows, if properly
managed. Mostly what was missing was
color and texture, It is commonly said that
the two ropms in the home that can be
over-the-top are the dining room and the
guest powder bath, since these are the two
areas where guests may spend quite a bit
of time. [t was time to find the hidden diva
in this room,

Solution:

The wall color needed to be updated. The
bold selection of a deep, rich Bordedux
immediately elevated the status of the
roont. Added to the color was the decision
to not just use paint or traditional wallpa-
per. A thick canvas had colored Sheetrock
paste applied thinly over it to give the illu-
sion of rich leather. These large sheets were
then cut into diamond shapes and applied

The bold selection of a deep, rich Bordeaux

immediately elevated the status of the room.
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directly to the wall, similar to wallpapes
ing. Using this type of material allows fi
an extremely rich, opulent look, The canv;
works beautifully to give the appearance
a gorgeous faux finish, in both design an
texfure,

Next, the ceiling needed some attention
Keeping the recessed lighting, pressed tin
squares were applied and painted a wars
creamy white. A spectacular, star-shape
drop light was added. The interesting fed
ture to this fixture is that a direct spotlight
beam shines down from the center, througs
the glass-topped table, and highlights the
intricate detail of the table base.

After

Before

Mirrors were brought in to add depth
and more elegance. Where the bare win
dows exposed too much light in the old
room, with the dark colors of the wally
and furniture, now the natural light is the
perfect offset to them.

The homeowners say they wanted 4
room that was warmeand inviting. They got
that, and more, with the simple update df
color and texture,



elements of transformation

participating products

= Award-Winning Star Light
by Restoration Hardware,

* Leather-look wall
coverings
by Sean Howard for
Weathered Stone,

* Ceiling tiles
by American Tin Ceiling.

* Kristina Dining Chairs
by Frontgate.
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